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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 2 and 3 are objected to because of the following informalities: The words 
"network-connected" should be changed to "network connected". The word "towards" is 
clearly assumed to be "forwards". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Reifman 
etal. (US 005917615 A). 

Regarding claim 1, Reifman et al. discloses a facsimile apparatus ("intelligence 
facsimile machine (IFAX)", column 8, line 16), comprising: 

a transmitting/receiving unit (Figure 1 ,Fax Modem 42 and at column 8, line 65) to 
transmit and receive a facsimile data via an external communication line (Figure 1, local 
area network interface 30 or telephone line 44) 
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an output unit (Figure 1 , Print Engine 38, and "print engine 38 to print documents 
received from another I FAX of the same construction or prior art FAX machines. The 
print engine 38 may be a thermal print engine as is common in prior art FAX machines 
or a laser print engine. Alternatively, the IFAX 10 may be coupled to an external printer 
such as a laser printer." at column 8, lines 53-58) to output the facsimile data received 
by the transmitting/receiving unit, 

a displayf Figure 1, Display 20, "which utilizes a touch-sensitive screen 22. The 
touch-sensitive screen 22 overlays the display 20 in a well-known manner to form a 
touch-sensitive display 24. A selection is entered on the touch-sensitive display 24 by 
pressing on a predetermined position of the touch-sensitive display", column 8, lines 22- 
28) to display the facsimile data received by the transmitting/receiving unit, ("The user 
may view any of the received facsimile messages, selecting the desired message by 
touching one of the facsimile messages listed on the touch-sensitive display 24 and 
pressing a "View" button 214. ",column 24, lines 32-36 and Figure 10, Display 
Recipients List 140) 

a forwarding unit(Figure 23, Forward 222, which is Illustrated by the combination 
of the touch-sensitive screen 22 and the display 20 which is shown in Figure 1 ) to 
forward the facsimile data displayed on the display to another equipment, (" the user 
may specify the handling of incoming faxes by pressing the Handling of Incoming Faxes 
display location 278 and the Change button 172, causing the IFAX 10 to change the 
screen display shown in FIG. 40 which displays the various routing options for incoming 
facsimile messages. The user may ...specify that incoming facsimile messages be 
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forwarded to a personal computer by pressing a "Forwarded to PC" button 304", at 
column 28, lines 53-63) 

an instruction receiving unit (Figure 23, Mailbox) to receive an instruction output 
or forward the facsimile data displayed on the display by means of an external 
operation, ( "The user may print any facsimile message, selecting the desired facsimile 
message by touching the facsimile message listed on the touch-sensitive display 24, 

and selecting a "Print" button 216 The user may also forward any facsimile 

message by selecting the desired facsimile message and pressing a "Forward" button 
222", at column 24,lines 36-45) 

a forwarding end presenting unit (Figure 5, Phonebook 62) to present the 
selection of a forwarding end to which the facsimile data displayed on the display is to 
be forwarded to an operator when the forwarding instruction is received by the 
instruction receiving unit,(Phonebook 62 at Figure 5 presents addresses to which faxes 
can be forwarded "select a facsimile recipient from the phonebook 62" , at column 25, 
line 54.) 

a forwarding end receiving unit (Figure 5, Fax Number 88) to receive the 
forwarding end( i.e. address) given by an external operation (i.e. user press buttons) 
after the forwarding end is presented by the forwarding-end presenting unit, and ("the 
user may enter a fax number or name manually", at column 25, lines 53) 

a control unit (Figure 1 ,CPU 12, wherein the Data bus 40 the User Interface 
element 18, modem 42 and Figure 2, Operational flowchart, is controlled ) to cause the 
forwarding unit to forward the facsimile data displayed on the display to the received 
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forwarding end if the forwarding-end receiving unit receives the forwarding end and to 
cause the output unit to output the facsimile data displayed on the display if the 
instruction receiving unit receives the output instruction. (Figure 23, Forward 222 and 
Print 216,The control unit controls the entire operation, causing outputting or forwarding 
depending on the user's selections.) 

Regarding claim 2 Reifman et al. discloses the facsimile apparatus according to 
claim 1 , wherein the forwarding unit transfers the facsimile data displayed on the display 
to a folder.(Figure 2, Inbox 70 and Outbox 72) in a computer network connected with 
the facsimile apparatus ("The user may select the outbox 72 (see FIG. 2) by pressing 
the Outbox button 212 shown in FIG. 23. Pressing the Outbox button 212 causes the 
IFAX 10 to switch to the menu shown in the screen display of FIG. 29. The prompt 48 
instructs the user to select a mailbox activity associated with the outbox 72. 
Alternatively, the user may return to the inbox 70 (see FIG. 2), and the menu of the 
screen display shown in FIG. 23, by pressing an "Inbox" button 252", at column 25, lines 
57-64) 

Regarding claim 3, Reifman et al. discloses the facsimile apparatus according to 
claim 1 , wherein the forwarding unit forwards the facsimile data displayed on the display 
to a computer network (Figurel, LAN 32) connected with the facsimile apparatus in 
order to enable the transmission in the form of an electronic mail ( LAN interface 30). 
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Regarding claim 4, Reifman et al. discloses the facsimile apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein the forwarding unit transmits the facsimile data displayed on the 
display from the transmitting/receiving unit via an external communication line to 
another facsimile apparatus. (" The IFAXs 10 may be coupled together on a local area 
network through the LAN interface 30 (see Fig.1 ), or other suitable interface 
connection.", at lines 43-45) 

Regarding claim 5, Reifman et al. discloses the facsimile apparatus according to 
claim 1, further comprising a storage unit (Figure 1, File Storage Unit 28) to save the 
facsimile data received by the transmitting/receiving unit, wherein the control unit( CPU) 
saves (In memory 14) the facsimile data displayed on the display in the storage unit if 
the instruction receiving unit receives a saving instruction. ("The user may save a 
facsimile message by selecting the desired facsimile message and pressing the " Save 
button 220" shown in FIG. 23. This causes the IFAX 10 to change to the screen display 
shown in FIG. 27. As seen in FIG. 27, the IFAX 10 displays a message on the touch- 
sensitive display 24 indicating that the selected facsimile message is being saved to 
disk", at column 25, lines 25-27) 

Regarding claim 6, Reifman et al. discloses the facsimile apparatus according to 
claim 1 , further comprising a character data converting unit (" Figure 2, Tool Apps .78) to 
convert the facsimile data received by the transmitting/receiving unit into a character 
data, wherein the control unit causes the forwarding unit to forward the character data 
converted to the forwarding end received by the forwarding-end receiving unit. ("The 
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IFAX 10 can receive faxes from both Intelligent and G3 fax machines. Received 
messages can be printed, stored in mailboxes, forwarded to PC's connected via LAN or 
Serial or routed to a Tool Application for ... OCR" , at column 45, lines 30-36) 

Regarding claim 7, Reifman et al. discloses the facsimile apparatus according to 
claim 6, further comprising a forwarding end detector (Figure 4E, Error Message 1 142) 
to detect whether or not the character data obtained by the conversion by the character- 
data converting unit includes a string indicating the forwarding end received by the 
forwarding end receiving unit ("Error Correction Mode (ECM) for highly accurate image 
and data transmission.", column 57, lines 7-8 , ECM judges the errors an correct the 
errors in a character string.), wherein the control unit causes the forwarding unit to 
forward the character data obtained by the conversion by the character data converting 
unit to the forwarding end detected by the forwarding end detector.f Each binary 
attachment should be counted as a single page at the end of the document. The Fax 
Viewer and the Mailbox will allow users to transfer these binary attachments to their 
PC's using the Mailbox Feature Save to Floppy.... The IFAX machine and EFAX 
protocol will be designed to support the" sending and receiving" of documents that 
consist of multiple parts, each of which may contain different media types. Some 
messages will contain binary Attachments of different types. Other messages will 
contain Phonebook information, Custom Cover Sheets. Configuration Settings, etc. 
Some of these message types will be automatically recognized and acted on by the- 
system while others will require" the user to extract elements" from each of these 
message types. at column 58, lines 59-65 and Column 59, lines 2-13) 
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Regarding claim 8, Reifman et al. discloses the facsimile apparatus according to 
claim 7, wherein the control unit causes the forwarding end detected (Figure 28) by the 
forwarding-end detector to be displayed on the display and causes the forwarding unit 
to forward the facsimile data displayed on the display to the forwarding end if the 
forwarding end displayed on the display is received by the forwarding-end receiving 
unit.(Figure 28, and "The user may forward a facsimile message to another FAX 
machine by selecting the desired facsimile message and pressing the Forward button 
222 shown in FIG. 23. This causes the IFAX 10 to switch to the screen display shown in 
FIG. 28. As seen in FIG. 28, the IFAX 10 displays a message on the touch-sensitive 
display 24 indicating that the selected facsimile message is being enclosed", column 25, 
lines 37-43) 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Shimoosawa US 6658456, Sekiya et al. US 4566127, Fujiwara 
US 2003/0107758, Yamamoto US 2002/0036797, Itezono US 4710951 and Adler US 
5812818 and Noda US 2003/0128387. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erica Mayes whose telephone number is (575) 270- 
1575. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30am-5:00pm EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Werner can be reached on (571 ) 272-7401 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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